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worthy citizen. The work is divided into a number of chapters
or sections, each devoted to the inculcation of some virtue
or the reprehension of some vice or folly. Thus we have
exhortations to the due observance of the various religious
ordinances, prayer, fasting, the pilgrimage, alms-giving; to
the acquisition of knowledge, especially of religious know-
ledge; to generosity, morality, patience, and so on. Then
there are warnings against avarice, unkind jesting, deceit,
hypocrisy, drunkenness, ostentation in dress, oppression of
the poor, lying and similar iniquities. Ebu Dl-Khayr is further
recommended to pay some attention to medicine and liter-
ature, Biiqi and Nefci being the Turkish poets whom he is
specially advised to study. He is likewise counselled not to
seek for official employment, the position of a pasha being
surrounded with troubles; and to avoid the legal profession,
which entails all manner of hardships and most of the members
of which are men of infamous life; but if he must have a
post under government, he is to try to obtain a Khojaliq,
that is a Master-Clerkship of the Divan, which Nabi declares
to be the least unpleasant of all such offices. The occult
sciences, geomancy, astrology, and alchemy, as well as the
use of opium and an immoderate attachment to chess and
draughts, are also placed under the ban.

As an evidence of the change that was in the air it is
interesting to note how Nabf bids his son abstain from as-
sociating with minions and confine himself to members of
the opposite sex, The advice concerning marriage is curious;
it is that Ebu 3l-Khayr should refrain from taking a regular
wife, who would probably prove exacting, and content himself
with concubines l instead, selecting Georgians by preference.
It is in such points as these that the value of the Khayriyya

1 Concubines, such as Nsibl here advises his son to take, have of course
a recognised legal status in Muhammedan cuuntrieb.